FAT QUARTER MYSTERY
By SUSAN DRUDING

This project can be made in two different sizes – either a full size queen (84” x 84”) or you can make it smaller scale at 38” x 38” for a wall quilt.

FABRICS – ABC:

You will be using3 fabric types, A, B and C.
A:
The main focus fabric should be medium in color value (not very dark and not very light).  If you are making the queen size quilt it will be more interesting if you choose a boldly designed print fabric or interesting multi-color batik or hand dye for this fabric.  If the quilt is a gift, pick a fabric with a theme the person loves – flowers, horses, elephants, ocean, children’s toys, outdoor trees and leaves, etc.  If your quilt were only black-gray-white this color “A” would be the gray.
B:

“B” is the “Black” fabric, ie. The dark, contrast fabric.  It could be chosen as the deepest color you can find in the “A” fabric print.  It should be a deep color:  navy, deep teal, deep maroon, etc.  Contrast is important.  The quilt will be MUCH more interesting if this “b” fabric is made up of several different fabrics in a scrappy look.  Not just all one of the same dark fabric.

C:
This last is the “light and bright” color – it can be a wild color seen in the “A” print or anything you think will go and be the “eye catcher”.  Again, several fabrics in a scrappy effect will look good.  Several bright-lime yellows?  A few light cherry magentas?  Study your “A” fabric to pick this highlight fabric.

HOW MUCH FABRIC?
You do not need to buy only fat quarters [FQs], in fact, you should first look in your own stash for fabric.  For those buying fabric:

QUEEN SIZE
A:  10 FQs 
B:  12 FQs
C:  4 FQs

A:  2.5 yards

B:  3 yards

C:  1 yard

WALL SIZE
A:  3 FQs
B:  4 FQs
C:  1 FQ

A:  ¾ yard
B:  1 yard

C:  ¼ yard

CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS
All fabric should be pre-washed and pressed before cutting.  Using a rotary cutter you will be cutting two sizes of squares from fabric A and B, but only one size of square from fabric C.

If you are working from [FQs], quickly measure your A and B FQs and if any are slightly less than 18 inches wide pin a “narrow” label to them with a piece of paper as you will use them for the slightly smaller squares to decrease waste fabric.

Squares to Cut
For both sizes you need to cut the following numbers of squares:

	
	A Fabric
	B Fabric
	C Fabric
	Total

	84” x 84”
	20 – 8.5”
	16 – 8.5”
	Zero – 8.5”
	100  squares

	
	18 – 9”
	32 – 9”
	14 – 9”
	

	38” x 38”
	20 – 4”
	16 – 4”
	Zero – 4”
	100 squares

	
	18 – 4.5”
	32 – 4.5”
	14 – 4.5”
	


For the Full Size Quilt – 84” x  84”
A Fat Quarter (made by cutting a standard 1/2 yard cut in half vertically):[image: image1.png]-- 18 inches --
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A Standard Quarter (as cut across a piece of fabric from selvedge to selvedge):
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If Using Fat Quarters
You will cut the number of 8.5 inch squares and 9 inch squares as shown in the table above.  If you had some slightly small FQs you can use them to cut the 8.5” from the sides as shown below.  Note that you save the bottom portion pieces uncut.
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If Using Regular Quarter Yards:
Cut the pieces across the width and save the end pieces:
[image: image4.png]approx 42 inches ---
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and
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 For the Full Size Quilt - 84" x 84" 
If Using Fat Quarters:
You will cut the number of 8.5 inch squares and 9 inch squares as shown in the table above. If you had some slightly small Fat Quarters you can use them to cut the 8.5" from the sides as shown below. Note that you save the bottom portion pieces uncut.
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  or  here: [image: image7.png]Jp.530.5.5:85,
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Cut the full 9 x 9" squares like this:
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If Using Regular Quarter Yards:
Cut the pieces across the width and save the end pieces:
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and
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 For the Smaller Size Quilt - 38" x 38" 
You will cut the pieces from the quarter yard cuts like this. See the table above for how many to cut 4.5" and how many to cut 4".
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